The Committee on Acoustics of the Polish Academy of Sciences was founded in 1964 by the resolution of the General Assembly of the Polish Academy of Sciences, within its Division of Engineering Sciences (Division 4). The idea of creating the Committee was brought up by Professor Ignacy Malecki, a distinguished scientist, an academic teacher, and an internationally acclaimed authority on acoustics (Ranachowski et al., 2013) .
The Committee comprises 25-30 members, elected for a term of four years. Most of them are professors possessing outstanding scientific accomplishments in various specializations of acoustics. The Board of the Committee is formed of the President, three Vice Presidents, and the Secretary. The Committee on Acoustics had six Presidents in its history:
Professors Ignacy Malecki (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) , Halina Ryffert (1969 Ryffert ( -1971 , Leszek Filipczyński (1972 -1994 , Andrzej Rakowski (1995 Rakowski ( -2007 , Zbigniew Engel (2007 Engel ( -2011 , and Eugeniusz Kozaczka, the current President elected in 2011 for a term of four years. In 2008, Professor Andrzej Rakowski was nominated to the post of the Honorary President of the Committee on Acoustics.
The 50th Anniversary of the Committee on Acoustics gives the opportunity to remind of its activities and notable events from its history. The Committee has been involved in acoustics understood as a broad interdisciplinary area of science and technology. One of the main areas of the Committee's interest is physical acoustics dealing with elastic wave phenomena in their whole frequency range, including infrasounds, audible sounds, ultrasounds, and hypersounds. The diversity of elastic waves is a basis for scientific research in other specializations of acoustics such as architectural acoustics, building acoustics, environmental and urban acoustics, psychoacoustics, speech acoustics, biomedical acoustics, electroacoustics, musical acoustics, aeroacoustics, hydroacoustics, molecular and quantum acoustics, ultrasonics, structural acoustics, vibration and noise control. Several of those specializations are represented as the Committee's sections. The Committee comprises six sections: medical acoustics, molecular and quantum acoustics, environmental and architectural acoustics, hydroacoustics and ultrasonics, and vibroacoustics.
During the 50 years of its activity the Committee on Acoustics has undertaken a broad variety of activities aimed at the development of the scientific discipline of acoustics as well as at dissemination and application of the results of scientific research. The Committee has performed advisory and consultative functions for the government in various issues, of high importance to the social-economic and cultural development of the country, related to acoustics. It initiated scientific research programs, provided recommendations for the foundation of institutions dealing with acoustic environmental control, and prepared expert opinions for the government. 
In 1980s the Committee on Acoustics coordinated national research programs such as Acoustics in Technology and Medicine (MR-24) and the Central Program of Fundamental Research (CPBP).
After the foundation of the State Committee for Scientific Research (KBN) in 1991, the Committee on Acoustics initiated annual conferences presenting the outcomes of research projects supported by grants from the KBN. Proceedings of those conferences were published in three volumes in the years 1993-1999 (Ranachowski, 1993 (Ranachowski, , 1995 (Ranachowski, , 1999 .
After the introduction of economic reforms in Poland in 1990s, the Committee on Acoustics has no longer been involved in the planning and evaluation of research programs, but has still been responsible for the scientific level and general development trends of acoustics in the country. This duty is reflected in the activity of the Committee members who prepare expert opinions and recommendations for various organizations and participate in discussions at conferences and symposia organized under the auspices of the Committee.
A particularly important mission of the Committee on Acoustics is concerned with the problem of noise control in Poland. The Committee pronounces recommendations and opinions concerning legal regulations related to noise control and noise hazard prevention in the country.
On the Committee's initiative, a group of experts elaborated a comprehensive report titled Noise and Vibration Hazards in Poland (Engel et al., 1984) . On the basis of data collected in the report the State Board of Environmental Protection pronounced a resolution which states that "noise and vibration hazards are so high in Poland as to be recognized a common hazard". 
devoted to the noise control and the noise hazard prevention. It should be noted that The Committee on Acoustics has effectively cooperated in the field of noise control with the Central Institute for Labour Protection -National Research Institute (CIOP-PIB).
The Committee on Acoustics was an organizer or a co-organizer of numerous conferences and congresses. Some of them are listed below.
• The members of the Committee on Acoustics take part in various kind of international activities and cooperation in acoustics. They hold memberships in scientific and technical organizations, participate in international expert groups and in scientific journal editorial boards. A more detailed overview of the Committee's activity during the past years may be found in Śliwiński et al. (2010) .
During a half of a century of its existence the Committee on Acoustics has been very actively involved in a broad range of scientific, technological, and organizational problems. Its extensive activity in various fields has greatly contributed to the development of acoustics and cooperation between its various specializations, and has built bridges between acoustics and other disciplines of science. The current President of I-INCE is professor Czesław Cempel.
